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UMHB students joined the 
residents of Remschel Hall for 
their third annual Tacky Prom, 
on Friday, Feb. 22. Attend-
ees were encouraged to dress 
in tacky 90s-style attire with 
crazy patterns and colors. Tu-
tus, brightly colored suits and 
graphic tees filled up the dance 
floor. Before walking through 
the front door, students could 
see the colored lights through 
the large windows and the mu-
sic could be heard throughout 
the quad. 
Inside, the lobby was deco-

rated like a typical high school 
prom with a little 90s flair. 
Shiny gold curtains were hung 
on the walls and in the door-
ways, and glow sticks and Ring 
Pops lined the tables. Bright 
and colorful lights reflected off 
of the disco ball which hung 
over the dance floor. Stream-
ers adorned the walls and old 
rock band posters decorated 
the snack area.  
Sophomore nursing ma-

jor and Remschel RA Laura 
Sanchez was relieved that the 
event was successful. 
“We worked so hard to cre-

ate this community and it was 
truly special to see it come to 
life,” Sanchez said.
Students danced the night 

away to popular dance music, 
including hits like “Footloose” 
and “The Cupid Shuffle.” 

In addition to dancing, the 
Remschel RAs planned fun 
activities including a hula-
hoop contest, electing a prom 
king and queen, karaoke and 
a guessing game about the 
amount of Skittles in a jar.
Freshman graphic design ma-

jor Macy Mitchell was voted 
prom queen. 
“I never felt the need to attend 

prom in high school,” Mitchell 
said. “Remschel held Tacky 
Prom, and I decided to go be-
cause honestly, it sounded like 
it was mocking high school 
proms. The event was really 
fun. I ended up being crowned 
Tacky Prom Queen, so one 
could say I was prom queen at 
my very first prom. Overall, it 
has probably been one of my 
favorite events that Remschel 
has held.” 
While dancing was not for 

everyone, students enjoyed the 
interactive photo booth and the 
snack bar, complete with pop-
sicles and a chocolate fountain. 
Freshman  physical therapy 

major Lezley Garcia also en-
joyed the night.
“Tacky prom was awesome...

It was an amazing moment 
and a good break from all the 
studying,” Garcia said. “ It was 
a fun time seeing everyone’s 
sweet moves and having a 
blast. [I really enjoyed] every-
thing because it reminded me 
of my high school prom and I 
hope to attend again next year.”

By Lauren Murray and Rachel Singer
Contributing Writers

Over 150 women gathered for UMHB’s first Psalm 139 
event on Saturday, Jan. 19 in Bawcom Student Union. 
They enjoyed fellowship and worship together at the 
conference, which was founded and organized  by senior 
public relations major Sydney Stolz.

“The Lord planted this seed in my heart for women’s 
ministry years ago, but I never would have dreamed it 
would grow into the Psalm 139 event,” Stolz said.

The conference highlighted the message of the psalm, 
which reads:

13 For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me 
together in my mother’s womb. 14 I praise you, for I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your 
works; my soul knows it very well. Psalm 139:13-14 
(ESV) 

Marissa Halvorsen, a sophomore psychology major 
who attended the event, said that “as women, we think 
we have to fit the mold of doing everything for everyone 
and pleasing everybody.” However, Halvorsen said that 
women already have their identity. 

“We have to make sure our identity is not found in our 
peers, parents, significant others, school work, etc.,” she 
said. “Our identity is in the Lord—He takes the pressure 

off of needing to please others, we only need to work to 
please Him.”  

According to sophomore business major and Psalm 139 
committee member Eunice Michaelson, keynote speaker 
Merritt Johnston’s presentation emphasized the impor-
tance of coming to that realization. 

“She made us laugh, cry, and most importantly realize 
the truth about our identity in Christ,” Michaelson said. 
“Merritt Johnston is truly an incredible woman of God.”

Johnston is a UMHB graduate who founded SAGE Min-
istries for girls while she was in college. Now president 
of the endeavor, she leads a team of volunteer chaplains 
at Baylor Scott & White Medical Center in Brenham. 

As she addressed students at the conference, Johnston 
encouraged them to find their “3:15” moment of realiz-
ing freedom, a reference to her time spent on the mission 
field in Germany where she visited Buchenwald, a former 
Nazi concentration camp. 

While there, Johnston was able to see what it was like 
to be a prisoner inside the walls of the camp and to be 
able to see the city around the camp - and freedom -  right 
on the other side. She said that when prisoners were de-
clared to be free at 3:15 p.m. on April 11, 1945, the clock  
stopped permanently, forever a reminder of freedom at 
that moment. Johnston related the story to everyone’s 
own personal prisons.

 “What is your 3:15 moment?” she asked. “What walls 
are separating you from your total freedom in Christ? 
When will you declare your freedom?” 

Sophomore nursing student and member of the Psalm 
139 steering committee Amy Luong was deeply encour-
aged by Johnston’s words of encouragement. 

“For me, I’ve always been so focused on the future that 
I don’t realize that once I have Jesus Christ, my life is on 
track,” Luong said. “I’m free. There are other events that 
happen in life, but ultimately you are free and you have a 
God, who can help you through it all.”

The band Austin Stone Worship Collective from Austin 
Stone Community Church set the tone for the conference 
in the Great Hall.

“We wanted to celebrate the fact that we’re all daugh-
ters of the King,” Kimberley Rincones, a sophomore pub-
lic relations major said. Rincones was one of the directors 
for Psalm 139, who worked with the committee to create 
a culture of  “empowering, encouraging, and supporting 
one another to walk in our God-given purpose while be-
ing surrounded by gospel-centered community.”

Stolz was very happy with how the conference turned 
out. 

“The event itself blew my expectations out of the wa-
ter,” Stolz said. “So many walls were broken down. The 
Lord has been so faithful.”
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Neon lights and the 
sound of laughter greeted 
students as they walked 
into Wheels Family Skat-
ing Center in Temple on 
Thursday, Feb. 21. The 
skating center hosted the 
UMHB students for their 
annual skate night, which 
is planned each year by the 
Campus Activities Board.

Students were encour-
aged to attend the event 
wearing outfits from their 
favorite fashion decade.

Senior criminal justice 
and psychology double ma-
jor Kelly Taylor, who is also 
a CAB member, attended the 
event. 

“I really enjoyed getting to 
see my friends there!” Taylor 
said. “The thing I love the 
most about skate night is that 
it caters to all sorts of differ-
ent student groups. So, not 
only did I get to see my nor-
mal circle of friends, but also 
those friends that I don’t get 
to see all that often because 
our classes and work sched-
ules don’t mesh.”

Students skated to mu-
sic from every decade and 
laughed with friends as they 
glided across the floor. Sid-
ney Locke, a sophomore 
church music major, had fun 
at the event. 

“It had been a long time 
since I skated,” Locke said. 
“I wanted to go to the skate 
night to hang out with my 
friends and maybe re-live 
some good childhood memo-

ries. I also thought it was a 
good way to relax and maybe 
even go back to a different 
decade.”

The decades theme was a 
hit amongst the students who 
attended.

“I think this was a great 
theme,” Locke said. “The 
decades are so traditional 
and unique and going back 
in time is spontaneous. One 
of the things I loved the most 

about skate night was the mu-
sic because it was good, clas-
sic music.”

The skate night also in-
cluded a costume contest and 
a limbo contest. While no 
one was able to conquer the 
lowest level during the limbo 
contest, students came pre-
pared for the costume contest.

Steven Neaves, a junior 
finance major, won the male 
costume contest. Sophomore  

physical education major 
Maya Reinauer won the fe-
male costume contest. 

The skate night required 
a lot of planning from CAB 
members, including selecting 
the theme. Brianna Flanter, a 
freshman pre-dental cell bi-
ology major and member of 
Exec CAB, helped plan the 
event with members of CAB.

“In the past, we’ve done 
an 80s theme and we wanted 

to do something like that 
again. After some talking 
with our CAB members, 
we realized opening the 
theme up to any decade 
would allow people to feel 
more comfortable in their 
costume of choice,” Flant-
er said. “I think it worked 
well! We had so many 
people show up in decades 
from the 20s to the 90s.”

While the decades skate 
night required a tremen-
dous amount of planning, 
the large number of stu-
dents who attended the 
event proves that the hard 
work CAB put into the 

skate night was worth it. 
Events like this one help CAB 
achieve its goal of building 
community on campus. 

If you want to help plan 
similar events for students, 
CAB meetings are held every 
Monday at 8:30 p.m. in the 
Student Organizations office 
on the second floor of Baw-
com Student Union. 

If you want to learn more 
about CAB and upcoming 
campus events, follow @
CAB_UMHB on Twitter.

Students skate the night away at CAB event

Left: Freshmen Kenzie Johnson, a pre-occupational therapy major, Emily Fordyce, a business major, and Laura 
Fordyce, an early childhood education major, skate with other students. Right: Freshman exercise physiology major 
Zihang Qin attempts a challenging level in the limbo competition.

Remschel Hall hosts annual tacky prom
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UMHB’s first Psalm 139 event empowers women through Christ

Top left (L-R): Sophomore nursing major Laura Sanchez, freshman graphic design major Macy Mitchell, and 
senior film studies major Peter Zuniga dance to “YMCA” as freshman Caden Wright  and other students mingle 
behind them. Bottom left (L-R): Senior film studies major Brett Howell, senior studio art major Alish Burden, se-
nior film studies major Jenna Albright and Gettys Hall resident director Lucas Hays dance in a conga line. Right: 
Remschel Hall’s resident director Julie Barr has fun singing and dancing with enthusiasm at the prom.
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