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Barry Elkins entered 
UMHB as a freshman in 
1992 and graduated with 
a Physical Education ma-
jor and a biology minor in 
1997. 
He received his teaching 

certificate from the univer-
sity and went on to teach 
biology in public school 
while coaching soccer.
While at UMHB, Elkins 

played soccer from 1992-
1995 as no. 15 and tennis 
from 1993-1995. 
It was during this time that 

he met his wife. 
They now have two teen-

age boys and live here in 
Belton. 
Elkins attended UMHB 

before it had a football pro-

gram and the school was 
considered an NIA school 
instead of an NCAA school.
After graduating, Elkins 

taught biology for 15 years 
in Belton ISD and coached 
soccer for the school sys-
tem. 
Then, in 2012, there was 

an opening as the wom-
en’s soccer coach here at 
UMHB. 
Elkins said he 

knew some of the 
coaches who worked 
at UMHB and believed the 
university was a great place 
to work. 
He applied for the 

position and was of-
fered the job. 
Elkins claims that when 

he first moved jobs it was 
weird getting used to not 
having over 100 students to 

teach. 
Now he could just focus 

on his team of around 30 
girls. 
He says that interacting 

with the students was his 
favorite part of his teach-
ing career, but he adjusted 
easily to coaching his team 

instead of teaching 200 
students. And he 
says he enjoys what 

he does here at 
UMHB.

Elkins has 
worked 
as the 
head 

coach for 
the past five 
years and 

says he wouldn’t 
want to be anywhere 
else. 
He wants to 

continue coaching for as 
long as he can. 
As head soccer coach for 

the women’s team, he is re-
quired to coach them in soc-
cer, but he also helps them 
grow and become the best 
students they can be when 
they are not on the field. 
Elkins believes being an 

alumnus of UMHB has 
helped him when it comes 
to the recruiting part of his 
job. 
Knowing the students’ side 

has helped him to under-
stand the school and what 
makes the school enjoyable 
to students. 
He tries to help new re-

cruits fall in love with the 
school like he did.
“I came to play soccer, but 

I stayed because I enjoyed 
the school,” Elkins said.
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Coach Barry Elkins poses next to the jersey he wore while playing soccer 
here at UMHB.
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Randy Clayton played for 
the UMHB tennis team dur-
ing the 1983-1984 season. 
He was the captain of the 
team when they won the 
Conference Championship 
in a playoff game against St. 
Edwards. 
Clayton also won the Con-

ference Singles Title during 
the season. In 1983-1984, 
UMHB was in the Big State 
Conference and was in the 
NAIA Division. 
Clayton received three 

degrees while attending 
UMHB: a sociology degree 
with a religion minor, and 
a Physical Education mi-
nor. Clayton graduated from 
UMHB in 1985 and went 
to get his master’s at Texas 
A&M University at Kings-
ville. 
There, he recieved another 

two degrees in sociology and 
psychology  when he gradu-
ated in 1990.
Currently, he works as a 

Juvenile Probation Officer 
(JPO). For the past seven 
months, he has worked in 
Lampasas, and previously 
worked for 10 years in Waco.
“I got into this work in Waco 

when I was a Tennis Director 
at the family YMCA. The fa-
cility decided to take out all 
the tennis courts and put in a 
new gym and outdoor swim-
ming pool,” he said.

“They said I could stay on 
and direct something in the 
gym and pool but I decided 
to try something else.”
 Clayton says his resume 

consisted mostly of youth ac-
tivites, and he decided to try 
to work with the county and 
maybe recieve some retire-
ment benefits. 
Clayton filed many applica-

tions for different openings 
with the Juvenile Probation 
Department. 
“I think having a Master’s 

degree really helped me, and 
the boss was a tennis fan. 
I even saw him at a Bay-
lor Bears tennis match and 
talked to him for a moment 
or two. I think that helped 
with me being selected to get 
the JPO position a few days 
later,” he said.
The requirements for be-

coming a JPO include but 
are not limited to: at least 
21 years of age; good moral 
character; Bachelor’s degree 
from accredited college or 
university; one year of gradu-
ate study or work experience 
in juvenile, criminal, social 
service, or related field; no 
disqualifying criminal his-
tory; and  to never have had 
any type of certification re-
voked by lawful authority of 
the former TJPC or TJJD.
“[UMHB] opened my eyes 

to a job like this. I was in the 
Baptist Student Union orga-
nization...but, once or twice 
we did some ministry at the 

Belton Juvenile Detention 
Center. I went with some 
students and we played gui-
tar and did a bible study with 
the youth. That was my first 
awareness that there was a 
ministry for that population. 
I put it in the back of my 
mind, never thinking I might 
be doing that full-time for a 
living.”
Clayton says that not only 

did the university expose 
him to different careers and 
ministry opportunities, but 
it also gave him a memo-
rable college experience. He 
misses sitting in the library 
and studying anything. He 
also misses hanging out with 
the Christian friends he made 
and the conversations they 
would have about their faith. 
“I stayed around Central 

Texas because my folks were 
getting along in age and 
needed assistance in a retire-
ment center in Waco and then 
a nursing home in Waco. I 
talk to [my wife] Julia every 
other day about us relocating 
because there is no reason for 
us to stay in Central Texas, 
and Florida has some nice 
beaches around Tampa and 
Destin.”
While Clayton does not in-

ted to aim higher in his cur-
rent field, there is another 
level he might qualify for and 
apply to: when kids come out 
of prison on parole. The line 
starts with probation before 
prison, and then parole, or 

supervision, after prison. 
“There is also a  job where 

you sit on a board deciding 
who gets out on parole early. 
I passed an interview for this 
because it was too far of a 
drive into Austin from Lam-
pasas. But, I don’t think that 
is what I want to do. I want 
to find a different career but, 
I might look around this field 
and see if there is something 
interesting.”
According to Clayton, very 

few JPOs stay in this field 
their whole career. 
“If you don’t make supervi-

sor, assistant chief or chief 
then you’re stuck at a rather 
low salary for a graduate. It is 
a fine salary if you’re single. 
I made $40,000 in Waco and 
that was great when single, 
but if you marry and have 
two children then $40k is 
hardly a livable wage.”
Clayton advises seniors to 

remember that a single salary 
sounds great after college but 
it is not a marriage salary. 
“Most criminal justice jobs 

are rewarding but I know so 
many that have a second job 
to make ends meet. I think 
most of the ‘helping fields’ 
are similar. They pay enough 
for one to live just fine but 
not a family. I say, think long 
term when choosing your vo-
cation.”
In conclusion, if you don’t 

want to supervise adults after 
a few years, stay out of juve-
nile criminal justice. 

That is where the money be-
comes a livable wage.
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Oliver Stone graduated from 
UMHB in 2015 with a degree 
in communications. 
As a Crusader, Stone was in-

volved in Cru Football, which 
is what he misses most about 
being a student on campus. 
“Nothing compares to be-

ing with the boys that you go 
through everything with,” 
Stone said. “I miss being 
around that family.”
At Stone’s job at the Cotton 

Patch Cafe, one of his regular 
customers connected him to 
Jamie Garrett, one of the pro-
ducers at KCLN, a radio sta-
tion based out of Temple. 
Stone, who’s affectionately 

called by friends as “Ozzey,” 
came to the station for an inter-
view and was essentially given 
the job. 
He was learning how to pro-

duce by his first week at the 

station, and by his second week 
he was producing and report-
ing on sports games. 
That year, Stone produced all 

of the games for Temple High 
and UMHB’s 2015 football 
season. 
At the close of that sea-

son, Stone began working on 
“demo” CDs and sending them 
to Garrett, who gave encour-
agement and constructive criti-
cism for his radio personality 
skills. 
By the end of summer in 

2016, Stone was given the op-
portunity to DJ his own show, 
appropriately named “Opera-
tion Turn Up.” 
His on-air name, ‘Big O’, in-

troduces listeners to local DJs 
trying to make it big. 
On Operation Turn Up, Stone 

introduces the local DJs, adver-
tises for KCLN if they’re do-
ing a promotion or giveaway, 
continues discussing DJs or 
other pertinent events between 

breaks, and then hands the 
show off to the next DJ, Mike 
D. 
Stone said that one of the 

most influential aspects of his 
education at UMHB was his 
communication practice. 
“Being in a studio is different 

from speaking live to an audi-
ence, but you still have a lot of 
people tuning in to what you 
have to say.” 
UMHB really helped me get 

comfortable with speaking in 
my advanced public speaking 
classes.” 
When asked why the radio 

personality wanted to stay in 
the area, he said that his prima-
ry motivation was the comfort 
of God’s provision. 
Although he originally want-

ed to go back to his hometown 
of Fort Worth and produce 
there, he had a feeling that he 
needed to be patient where he 
was. 
In the end, he understood 

why.
“[Temple] is a smaller market, 

so you’re not overwhelmed by 
the competition. Here, I’m giv-
en the chance to grow and learn 
the ins and outs of the radio so 
that when I do decide to move 
elsewhere, I am multifaceted.” 
Although he has appreciated 

his time in Temple, he does 
hope to eventually move into 
a big city market and compete 
with other radio personalities, 
hopefully in the realm of sports 
broadcasting. 
His parting advice for others 

in the communication field is 
to stay focused and stay hun-
gry. 
“Communication is a broad 

major, so you can really get 
into some of everything. But 
now, it’s not as simple as ‘de-
gree then job,” he said.
“You have to go for what you 

want. Be you and use what 
God has blessed you with to 
[create your livelihood].”
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Randy Clayton and his two children out for a walk on a sunny afternoon.
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Oliver Stone broadcasts his radio show Operation Turn Up.
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Where are they now?


