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Special FocuS

By Cory Farr
Staff writer 

We all have moments that 
we know we 
will remember 
for the rest of 
our lives. But 
when those 
moments co-
incide with 
the 70 men 
standing at 
your side, all 
working to-
ward the 
same goal, 
it becomes 
something 
much great-
er.
The NCAA 

Division 
III National 
Champion-
ship game 
was a spe-
cial moment 
shared by the 
Cru football 
team that they 
will never 
forget. Unfor-
tunately, few 
people will 
ever know the 
feelings and 
excitement of this 
moment. But, through the 
stories and recollections 

of those lucky enough to 
share the moment, those 
left out can try to under-
stand.

“It was great. Hon-
estly, it was a re-
lief, not just for 

me and the team 
but for the whole 

city of Belton. 
It was great 
to win one 
for them,” 

senior 
receiver 
Wykey-
he 

Walker 
said. 
He also 
shifted 
the glory 
to his de-
fense, say-
ing that 

throughout 
the whole 

game the 
defense was 

amazing and 
when  senior 
linebacker Matt 
Cody caught 
that pick, he  
knew the team 
had won. 
“At that point I 

was just looking 
for my mom,” 

Walker said. “I 
climbed in the stands with 

my helmet on and every-
thing. I was just happy.” 
Senior quarterback Blake 

Jackson said he just wants 
the legacy to live on for-
ever. 
“For people to remem-

ber this as the team who 
was the first team, not 
only to win the first na-
tional championship, but 
the team that showed great 
brotherhood,” he said.  
Jackson, more than any-

thing else, spoke of the 
familial feeling among the 
team. 
“That whole experience 

of celebrating with coach-
es and my brothers was a 
great feeling and will defi-
nitely be a memory I hold 
on to forever,” he said.
Sophomore receiver T.J. 

Josey said the team really 
wanted to  win not only 
for themselves, but for the 
past teams, alumni and the 
community. 
“The support for this team 

is outstanding and it was 
time to give back,” he said.
This is a true testament to 

what can be accomplished 
when a team becomes more 
than just a group of team-
mates. This was a family, 
and that camaraderie car-
ried them to the highest 
honor they could possibly 
achieve together.

By Katrina Wordell
Contributing Writer

In December, students, 
parents and fans alike all 
traveled to Salem, VA to 
cheer the Crusader foot-
ball team to their National 
Championship win. 

These fans got to 
experience the 
game of a life-
time for any 
UMHB football 
fan. 

Mike McCar-
thy, director of 
the Campus Ac-
tivities Board sent 
six buses full of 
students, a total of 
336 fans, to help 
cheer on the Cru 
football team. 

Although planning for 
this adventure started about 
a week-and-a-half before 
the Stagg Bowl, it didn’t 
take long for every spot on 
the fan buses to be filled. 

The lucky fans who 
earned a spot on the trip  
received transportation, a 
stay at the Opryland Hotel, 

a ticket to the game, a t-
shirt, and a spirit sign. 

“It was a lot of quick 
plan- ning, 
but it was 

totally 

worth it to give that experi-
ence [of going to a national 
championship game] to the 
students,” McCarthy said.

Isaac Felan, a sopho-
more EC-12 Physical Edu-
cation major, was one of 
the students that was able 
to go to the game. 

He said the experience 

was a memorable one. 
“It was an experience for 

a lot of students; being the 
loudest we’ve ever been at 
a game, but also the cold-
est,” Felan said, “It was 
awesome to see the guys 
play and win.”

Sharon Rately, a parent 
that attended the game said, 
it’s not every day that the 
“small town” guys be-
come the heroes. 

“Small towns and 
thriving cities alike 
were able to be unit-
ed as one to support 

our Crusaders,” she 
said.

The fans that were able 
to attend the National 
Championship game 
cheered their hearts out 

for the purple and gold, 
even in the frigid Virginia 
temperatures. 

But most attendees said 
it was worth it to create 
lasting memories and watch 
their team become National  
Champions for the first time 
in the history of the UMHB 
football program. 

By Lauren Lum 
Editor-in-Chief

Despite long hours on a 
cramped bus, frigid Salem 
temperatures, and even a bus 
breaking down, the Black 
Shirt Cru Spirit Band, the 
Sader Belles, and the cheer-
leaders took the 20-hour bus 
ride to Salem, Virginia to 
help cheer Cru Football to 
the National Championship. 

The group left Bawcom 
Student Union for Salem, 
Virginia at 5:00 a.m. Thurs-
day, Dec. 15. 

They were given the op-
portunity to spend Thursday 
night at the Gaylord Opry-
land Hotel before driving 
the rest of the way to Salem 
the next morning. 

The group even ran into 

some bus trouble as one of 
the buses carrying the Sader 
Belles, cheerleaders, and 
half the band had to pull 
over on the side of the road 
due to engine trouble. 

The students transferred 
to the fan buses for the re-
maining hour drive. 

Upon arriving at Salem 
Stadium, the band, cheer-
leaders, and Sader Belles 
put on a mini CRUise for 
ESPN, the football players, 
and the adoring fans. 

The band and Sader 
Belles performed a pre-
game show on the field in 
lieu of a halftime perfor-
mance. 

Sader Belle sophomore 
nursing major Amelia 
Enokian believes dancing at 
the Stagg Bowl is a memory 
she will treasure forever. 

“We were definitely hon-
ored that we were able to 
dance before the game since 
most schools don’t really 
take their dance teams,” she 
said. “I remember exiting 
the field, and I had smiled 
so much that my teeth were 
so dry that I couldn’t stop.”

During the game, the 
group cheered, played stand 
tunes and kept the enthusi-
asm alive as the tempera-
tures steadily dropped. 

“I was glad that we could 
support our team and pro-
vide the spirit necessary to 
lead them to victory,” se-
nior bass drummer Music 
Education major Ashley 
Wallace said. “I had a blast 
getting to hang out with my 
friends at the Gaylord Ho-
tel, as well as enduring the 
cold together.”

The Legacy

The Fans The Band, Cheerleaders, 
and the Saderbelles
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Fans gather in the stadium to cheer on the Crusaders despite the cold, Virginia tem-
peratures.

Cheerleaders show thier support for the Cru by holding up their “c’s” after the team 
won the Championship.
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Above: Players enter the football stadium ready to take home the victory. Below: all 58 
players, coaches and supporters pose together with the NCAA Division III Champion-
ship trophy.

Cru wins National Championship!


