
Danielle Demetria East, a senior studio art major, 
sells her artwork on the side of earning her degree. She 
is a talented sculptor and also makes handmade jour-
nals and mixed media collages. When East came to col-
lege she thought this would be a good way to “jump 
start her career” and make a little cash on the side. 

Her products range anywhere from 5 dollars to 300 dol-
lars depending on the piece. East recommends that stu-
dents speak up and meet new people to network with. 

She advises artists to know their work and 
its value and not to sell themselves short.

Follow her on Instagram @danielledemetria or check out 
her website danielledemetria.portfoliobox.net.
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Danielle East

Showcasing students’ businesses

Matt Murray, a senior mathematics major, started Ped-
agon Education in June of this year. Pedagon Educa-
tion, a combination of polygon and pedagogy, is a tutor-
ing, mentorship and consultancy business that focuses on the 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics area of education. 

They also work on consulting with prospective students by 
helping them build four year plans. Pedagon Education serves 
students in the Belton, Temple, Killeen and Austin areas. Tutor-
ing subscription rates start at 25 dollars for high school students 
and 35 dollars for college students. The first session is always free. 

“I had been wanting to start the business for a while, but found 
myself in need of a marketing representative,” Murray said. This  
is where Katie Scott, a senior marketing major, comes in. Ka-
tie focuses on the social side of the business. Murray believes you 
need to find someone to be able to approach others online and to 
get your name out there. Scott recommends that if someone is look-
ing to start their own business they should network and use so-
cial media to get their name out there and build their brand. Mur-
ray agrees that you need to find someone to show off your skills.

You can get in touch with them by email, katie.scott@
pedagonedu.com and matt.murray@pedagonedu.com, or 
phone at 254-228-9609 and 817-600-6892. And check them 
out on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter @PedagonEdu.

Megan Henefield, a freshman education major, spe-
cializes in portrait, group, and live action photogra-
phy.   Her business started during her sophomore year 
of high school. She grew up in a family of photogra-
phers, so it was natural for her to choose this profession. 

“I grew up in front of a camera and gradually stepped 
behind it,” Henefield said. Megan charges 25 dollars 
for a set of 25 portrait/group pictures and 25 live action 
photos, like concerts and sports, for 45 dollars. Hene-
field’s advice to those wanting to start their own business 
is to just “throw yourself into it because if it is some-
thing you’re passionate about you shouldn’t be afraid.”

Follow Megan on Instagram @meggcaptures or get in 
touch with her by email at megenhenefieldphotography@
gmail.com or phone at 903-830-2951.

Hannah Mills, a senior music major, is a piano instructor to 
elementary aged students as well as adults. She started teach-
ing her freshman year at UMHB by using the CRUSitters 
program. Mills plays for the UMHB Wind Ensemble and is 
an accompanist for many singers and musicians on campus. 
Her resume includes attending a six week long residency at an 
academy in Italy where she played classical music with a quar-
tet. When asked about her stay at the Accademia Musicale Chi-
giana in Sienna, Mills explained how it was “such a wonderful 
experience.” Her piano lessons are 20 dollars for 30 minutes, 
30 dollars for 45 minutes, and 40 dollars for an hour. Hannah’s 
advice is to “get your name out there and build your way up.” 
She also advises students to try new things, even if it’s uncom-
fortable at first, because who knows what you’ll be good at. 

Contact Hannah at 830-456-0896 or email her at hannahmi-
chalmills@gmail.com.
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By Bria Schwartz and Amy Lucas
Staff Writers 

College students often find themselves in need of a quick way to 
earn money. For some, their passions and talents drive them to create 
their own business. Several students here at the University of Mary 
Hardin-Baylor share how they built their businesses and give advice 
on how students can start their own. 
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“My high school was working really hard to put on a musi-

cal that was supposed to open the week after Harvey hit,” 
Flanter said. “The hurricane came as a surprise and we now 
had two weeks to put on this show. Everyone worked really 
hard to put this on because we knew if we would be able 
to pull it off it would allow an escape for some people who 
might have lost their homes. We successfully put on the show 
and the story was so inspiring that the Texas Thespian Festi-
val in Dallas invited us to perform in front of 10,000 people. 
It was overwhelming to see sold-out shows in our hometown 
as well in a huge theatre in Dallas. We knew what we were 
doing was bigger than us. It was a way of recovery for some 
people.” In addition to working with the musical, Flanter also 
donated food and helped shelters organize their abundance 
of supplies.
“My community came together immediately to help get 

people out, then gut homes, then help rebuild homes,” Sarah 
said. “All of this process went on for about 3 months after 
the hurricane. It was insane to watch it from the outside. Not 
only did my community come together, but there were people 
from states all over who drove their boats down to help, then 
drove down teams to help rebuild. It still gives me chills to 
see how many people came together.”
“The day after the hurricane hit, I started posting on social 

media that I was taking donations and was planning a trip 
down to help my family,” Sarah said.  “I loaded up my 2005 
Ford Escape to the rim with supplies donated by friends, pro-
fessors and people in the Central Texas community I didn’t 
even know.”
 Sarah explained that what would have been a five-hour 

drive turned into an 11.5-hour drive due to the flooding. Once 
she arrived, she worked at the temporary shelter created in 
the church gym. For the next 3-4 weekends, she would drive 
back home to help gut houses and rebuild them. 
“It was painful to watch, but life-changing to be part of,” 

Sarah said.
How are things now that a year has passed since the hurri-

cane hit? Many people have chosen to elevate their homes at 
a gigantic average of 75 dollars per square foot, which does 
not even cover fixing internal home repairs (texastribune.
org).  
Other residents, especially low income families, have had 

difficulty fixing their homes. An article on the Politico web-
site written on May 29, 2018 reported that “nearly every 
street of the 10,000-person neighborhood [Kashmere Gar-
dens] has homes that are gutted.”
Politico also reported that “numerous low-income families 

were denied funding from the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency because much of Kashmere Gardens was in 
a flood zone, and homeowners were thus required to carry 
flood insurance — a law that many of them were unaware 
of.” 
In addition, Houston government officials are still in the pro-

cess of finding ways to create a new reservoir that will pre-
pare the city for any future floods. In March of 2018, Brays 
Bayou was expanded due to a “$500-million flood-control 
project” (latimes.com).
Despite the costs and repairs, the community continues to 

stand with each other and help in any way they can. Although 
things will never be quite the same as before the hurricane 
struck, there is still a vast amount of hope around the Houston 
area. 
“One year later and every time it rains and the streets start 

flooding, most people have flashbacks to Harvey,” Sarah 
said. “I have friends that are still rebuilding – haven’t made it 
back into their home. The community is still tight-knit even 
though things are back to “normal” as much as they can be. 
We’re a year down the road but we’ll never be back to where 
we were before it happened. It truly altered who we are as a 
community.”

Harvey: Communities rebuild, 
refurbish and remember
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