
Halloween is just around 
the corner. Many students 
plan on dressing up and 
celebrating Halloween in 
some way, but we should 
be careful when we put 
together a costume for the 
big celebration. 

Having poor taste in cos-
tumes can really ruin the  
night and cause the cos-
tume wearer some embar-
rassment. 

While most costumes 
would be fine to wear to a 
Halloween party or while 
trick-or-treating, there 
are some costumes that 
should not be allowed on 
the streets this Halloween 
night.

Dressing up in costumes 
for Halloween is a way 
for some to express them-
selves in a unique way. 

However, a Halloween 
party is not the time, nor 
the place, to be contro-
versial, especially when a 
costume pokes fun at a na-
tional crisis. 

It has never been and 
never will be funny or 
practical to dress up as a 
Boston Marathon victim or 
the Twin Towers.

It is considered rude 
to dress up as a character 
from a culture other than 
your own. We have all seen 

those Native American or 
Indian princess costumes 
at our local Halloween 
stores. 

Sure, it might seem like 
a good idea, but it’s actu-
ally very demeaning to the 
people who represent that 
culture.

It would be funny if I 
went as a Starbucks-ob-
sessed teenager with UGG 
boots because I represent 
that specific culture, but 
it would not be funny if I 
dressed up as a belly danc-
er and paraded around in 
a lifestyle I know nothing 
about. 

It can be seen as racist 
and culturally ignorant. 
This also includes the use 
of black face. Black face is 
seen as racist and in poor 
taste.

One thing that I have 
never understood is why 
men’s costumes are so 
focused on genitalia and 
women’s on sexuality? 

I’ve seen so many tact-
less costumes that focus on 
these parts and completely 
detract from the fun and 
the festivites of Hallow-
een. 

Another question is 
why are most women’s 
costumes so reveal-
ing? It’s usually 
cold on Halloween 
night, and it’s not 
practical to be 
walking around 
a neighborhood 
in a costume that 

shows too much skin. 
You are able to portray 

a nurse or vampire with-
out being immodest (and 
cold).

It is also not a good idea 
to dress young children up 
as characters from shows 
portraying adult themes, 
like Walter White from the 
TV series Breaking Bad. 

I understand that this 
specific costume was very 
popular when it was airing, 
but it’s not a kid-friendly 
show and therefore, is not 
a kid-friendly costume. 

While children’s cos-
tumes are less controver-
sial than others, parents 
should still be aware of the 
messages they are sending  
to their children. 

Halloween is supposed 
to be more than sexy cos-
tumes and parties. In many 
cultures, Halloween is a 
memorial for those that 
have passed on and is more 
about respect than any-
thing else. 

Halloween is a fun tra-
dition that should be safe 
for families and Halloween 
lovers all over the world. 
So, be smart when plan-

ning your costume and 
practical when you go 
out to celebrate the 
spooky holiday. 
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Do you have early-on 
set Christmas spirit?

‘Tis the season… except 
that no, it’s not. One of 
the worst transitions that 
happens all year generally 
occurs around this time: 
early-onset Christmas. 

Halloween has yet to 
happen, and Thanksgiv-
ing is still weeks away, so 
there should be no appear-
ance of Christmas music. 

Somehow the phenom-
enon occurs in the same 
way each year. 

It starts with one or two 
mentions of Christmas in a 
commercial or a magazine, 
and suddenly despite two 
other holidays between 
now and then, everyone 
is in the throes of festive 
cheer.

It seems like an innocent 
mistake to make, but what 
real ramifications does it 
have to start playing “Hol-
ly Jolly Christmas” and 
Michael Bublé’s Christmas 
album too early? 

For me personally, it 
causes a good deal of re-
sentment toward the mu-
sic. 

It would be fine if it 
were simply for the month 

or so between Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas, but it 
never stays within that 
constraint. 

It goes from a novelty 
thing, something fun and 
cheery, to something that 
simply comes off as ob-
noxious and overdone. It 
creates stress that doesn’t 
need to occur.

The easiest fix to this 
problem is to just keep 
“Jingle Bells” put away 
until AFTER Thanksgiv-
ing. 

A month’s worth of the 
holiday spirit is plenty. 

The majority of 
Christmas mu-
sic is not 
about the 
birth of 
Jesus 
Christ 
any-
way. 

If 
that 
were 
the goal, 
it would 
be so much 
easier to 
support it. 

There is plenty of oth-
er gospel music to enjoy 
leading up to the actual 
Christmas season. 

When the majority of 
the music is about presents 
and candy and coming up 

with all of the hokey tra-
ditional ways of cuddling 
up to someone, it becomes 
nearly impossible to sup-
port more than a month of 
the endless drivel that is 
contemporary Christmas 
music. 

Even Rudolph and his 
red nose become annoying 
when the song gets over-
played. 

So just calm down, ev-
eryone. “Frosty the Snow-
man” will still be wait-
ing for you come late 
November. The tempera-
ture is more likely to be at 

the right place for 
“Baby It’s Cold 

Outside,” 
and “I Saw 

Mommy 
Kissing 
Santa 
Clause” 
will be 
slight-
ly less 

horrify-
ing since 

it’s actually 
being played 

during the right 
season. 

There is a time and a 
place for everything, and 
since place is up to the 
discretion of the people, 
please keep the Christmas 
music in the right time 
frame.

I believe that Netflix is 
taking over the entertain-
ment world as we know 
it. How so? Well, to begin 
with, here are a few scenar-
ios that everyone can relate 
to. 

First scenario: you go to 
the movie theatre and it is a 
horrible experience. 

You either viewed it with 
the wrong crowd, movie go-
ers were constantly talking, 
or someone decided to bring 
their restless two-year-old 
child to see Deadpool.

Another scenario is  that 
you’ve waited all week for 
the next episode of your 
favorite show and when it 
finally airs it’s just a filler 
episode. 

The last scenario is when 
it comes to lack of money. 
Have you ever wanted to 
just stay home and hang 
out with friends rather than 
spend money going out with 
them? 

Have you ever just want-
ed to binge on a show? Find 
that anime from when you 
were a child? Watch a Dis-
ney movie? 

These situations are why 
Netflix has become so pop-
ular and why it is slowly 
dominating the entertain-
ment world.

Netflix is not only readily 

available to you in your own 
home, but it’s also only $8 a 
month. According to statis-
ta.com there are 70 million 
subscribers worldwide. 

But, people’s boredom 
and lack of money are not 
the only reasons that Netflix 
is so popular. It is also pop-
ular due to Netflix original 
series. 

Many of the most popular 
shows in the past two years 
have been Netflix origi-
nal series. Popular Netflix 
shows include Luke Cage, 
Orange is the New Black, 
House of Cards, Daredevil, 
Jessica Jones, Stranger 
Things, and coming soon, 
A Series of Unfortunate 
Events. 

Of course, there are other 
popular shows on various 
networks, but in my opin-
ion, Netflix is dominating.

Netflix original series 
plays to a variety of de-
mographics, and because 
the shows aren’t tied to a 
network, they don’t have 
to worry about network ex-
ecutives controlling produc-
tion.

They do not have to 
worry about something be-
ing too violent, having too 
much cursing, or too much 
sexuality. This gives Netflix 
the upper hand over other 
networks. 

Other networks do have 
successful shows, but ask 
yourself, for how long? 

Normally around the 
third season, your favorite 
show becomes a bit watered 

down. 
It’s like you can see pro-

duction companies putting 
their sticky hands in and 
ruining the show. And the 
ones that are popular  either 
end badly or are cancelled 
in the middle of a season. 

From my perspective, all 
their series are perfection. 
Others feel this as well be-
cause Netflix is continu-
ously cranking out seasons 
of their best shows. 

Another thought is that 
Netflix is taking advantage 
of our nostalgia, and we, 
as people, are loving every 
minute of it. 

The summer mega-hit, 
Stranger Things, takes 
place in the 80s and the 
show has the vibes of E.T, 
The Goonies, and Stephen 
King novel adaptations. 

As we all know, we 90s 
kids love our nostalgia and 
we dare anyone to destroy 
our childhoods. Other com-
panies cannot do that. They 
must stay with what is new 
and “hip.” 

Netflix also takes advan-
tage of our love to binge. 
We hate waiting a day, 
week, or even a minute for 
our favorite shows to air. 

Netflix has it right in front 
of you, front and center. 

Netflix is like HBO’s lit-
tle cousin — the little cous-
in that is less expensive, 
equally successful, and has 
the same range of freedom. 
Netflix is slowly spreading 
its wings and taking over 
the entertainment world. 
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A complication of four of the most popular Netflix original series. From left to right 
Jessica Jones, Daredevil, Narcos, and  House of Cards. 


