
By Brenton Martin
Contributing Writer

The temperature was perfect 
for football, not too hot and 
not too cold. On that beauti-
ful afternoon, the Crusaders 
kicked off their second play-
off game against the Berry 
College Vikings in round two 
of the DIII football playoffs at 
Crusader Stadium on Satur-
day, Nov. 24. 
Berry College elected to 

receive the ball first at noon. 
The Crusader defense did not 
fold and UMHB found the 
end zone first.  Senior quar-
terback De’Nerian Thomas 
and senior wide receiver T.J. 
Josey made a connection with 
a 13-yard touchdown pass. 
The 5-play, 39-yard drive 
only took two minutes and 29 
seconds, which put UMHB 
ahead of Berry College 7-0. 
As the Crusader defense 

took the field again, Berry 
could not find a way to move 
the ball. UMHB forced an-
other three-and-out and Berry 
elected to punt. Junior quar-
terback Jase Hammack led 
the offense down the field 
for another score. The crowd 
erupted as Hammack found 
sophomore wide receiver K.J. 
Miller on a 34-yard touch-
down pass to further the lead 
to 14-0. The 3-play, 50-yard 
drive only took one minute 
and 21 seconds to find the end 
zone.
Just like the previous drives, 

UMHB stands tall on de-
fense like they have all year 
and forced another punt. In 
a 31-second drive, UMHB 
found the end zone again on 

a 2-play, 16-yard drive. Senior 
running back Markeith Miller 
capped off that drive with a 
5-yard touchdown run to ex-
pand the lead to 21-0 over 
Berry College. Shortly after-
ward, Berry College elected 
to punt due to the power of 
the mighty Crusader defense. 
On a 3-play, 32-yard drive, 
the Crusaders scored a 7-yard 
touchdown run by sophomore 
running back Marquis Dun-

can to put UMHB up 28-0 at 
the end of the first quarter.
At the start of the second 

quarter, both teams seemed to 
struggle to get things going. 
Berry drove down the field 
after each team turned the 
ball over. Just as the Vikings 
thought they were finally go-
ing to put some points on the 
board, they thought wrong. 
Berry College went for a field 
goal, but it was blocked by 

senior linebacker Santos Vil-
larreal. The field goal was re-
covered by senior linebacker 
Jalen Martin, which helped 
to spark some energy into the 
Crusaders. 
With eight minutes and 

41 seconds left in the half, 
UMHB found the end zone 
again on a 3-play, 40-yard 
drive. Markeith Miller 
punched in a 21-yard touch-
down run, which put UMHB 
ahead 34-0. After another 
shutout on defense, UMHB 
was back on offense as they 
tried to keep the ball rolling. 
UMHB moved the chains for 
two minutes and 42 seconds 
as they put together a 6-play, 
72-yard drive. 
De’Nerian Thomas found 

the end zone himself with a 
2-yard touchdown run, which 
expanded the difference to 41-
0. 
Shortly afterward, on just 

a 4-play, 65-yard drive, 
Markeith Miller was in the 
end zone again on a 5-yard 
run. Right before halftime,  
UMHB was leading 48-0. 
At the start of the third quar-

ter, each team struggled to 
score. UMHB and Berry Col-
lege each began the quarter 
with empty possessions. 
However the struggles ended 

after Berry College punted the 
ball away to K.J. Miller, who 
had an electric 27-yard return. 
Then UMHB put together a 
quick 1-play, 46-yard drive. 
De’Nerian Thomas found ju-
nior wide receiver Jonel Reed 
for a 46-yard touchdown re-
ception. This score furthered 
the lead to 55-0.
See Football, pg. 2 
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Beloved Baptist Student Ministry director Shawn Shannon retires 

By Thad Imerman
Contributing Writer

After 18 and a half years 
of service to UMHB, Dr. 
Shawn Shannon, Director 
of the Baptist Student Min-
istry (BSM) is set to retire 
at the end of this semester. 
Shannon, a strong spiritual 
woman, will be following 
the will of the Lord to Tal-
lowood Baptist Church in 
Houston, where she will be 
a Minister of Spiritual For-
mation.

For those who did not 
have the pleasure of know-
ing Shannon, there are two 
words that would describe 
her passions in life: dis-
cipleship and people. Shan-
non answers questions in 
such a way that makes it 
clear that she cares about 
people first. When inter-
viewed for this article, she 
would close her eyes and 
think for several seconds, 
almost as if she were seek-
ing God’s assistance in an-
swering the question. It was 

her love for people, and her 
desire to always follow the 
will of God, even as early 
as her days in college, that 
transformed her into who 
she is today.
“When I went to school, 

I knew that I wanted to do 
something that had to do 
with people and their souls, 
the things that matter,” 
Shannon said. “Really, the 
things that matter and the 
things that last are kind of 
a short list, but they have to 
do with people, the Word 

and the will of God.”
Shannon has been in-

volved with campus minis-
try for the last 38 and a half 
years. She got her first job 
at Stephen F. Austin State 
University in July 1980. 
Prior to coming to UMHB, 
she also spent time working 
in campus ministry at Bay-
lor University and Houston 
Baptist University.
“When I was in my last 

year of campus ministry at 
Houston Baptist, I felt like 
the Lord was loosening my 

roots and about to replant 
me,” Shannon said.
Shortly after that, she re-

ceived the invitation to 
come to UMHB. She toured 
campus one weekend with 
three people whom she said 
would be most impacted by 
her decision. “And on the 
way back, we sensed that 
the Lord was calling me to 
whatever was delightful, 
whatever was difficult and 
whatever was dutiful here,” 
she said.
Shannon accepted the po-

sition at UMHB in May  
2000. In her 18 and a half 
years at UMHB, Shannon 
has held the same title. 
She said the position 

falls under Texas Baptists, 
and that she has been “as-
signed” by that organiza-
tion to the four universities 
during her career. 
In the College of Christian 

Studies, Shannon taught a 
class on discipleship and 
disciple-making from 2015 
to 2017. 
See BSM, pg. 2

Cru advances to quarterfinals

UMHB senior quarterback De’Nerian Thomas carries 
the ball as junior Blake Phillips of the Berry College 
Vikings follows in pursuit during the game at Crusader 
Stadium on Saturday, Nov. 24.
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By Amy Lucas
Staff Writer

The event marketing class 
at UMHB hosted “Putt for 
a Purpose” on Nov. 12 to 
benefit Food for Families.  
For just one can of food as 
a ticket, students enjoyed a 
15-hole, glow-in-the-dark 
putt-putt golf course in Lord 
Conference Center inside of 
the Parker Academic Cen-
ter. Dr. Mindy Welch’s event 
marketing class also provid-
ed treats for the students, in-
cluding Shipley’s doughnuts, 
popcorn and refreshments. 
Junior public relations ma-

jor and marketing minor 
Mary De Acetis provided 
some background on the 
event and why it was cre-
ated. 
“The purpose of this class 

was to plan an event,” De 
Acetis said. “We studied 
what to do in different situa-
tions and then got to execute 
what we learned.” 
Students from the class 

were split up into groups 
and were assigned different 
holes to design, using cans of 
food as obstacles. The class 
reached out to local busi-
nesses, asking them to spon-
sor one of the 15 holes. The 
students then decorated each 

hole to represent the busi-
ness that sponsored it. 
“They were able to give 

us a check and we created 
a sponsored hole. Each hole 
was made out of cans and 
then those cans will be do-
nated to Food for Families,” 
De Acetis said.
Food for Families is an an-

nual food drive  that begins 
at the start of each holiday 
season. Canned food is col-
lected by various organiza-
tions on the Friday before 
Thanksgiving and then do-
nated to a local food pantry. 
The Central Texas drive, 
made up of nine partici-
pating counties, including 
Bell County, is backed by 
the Longhorn Council, Boy 
Scouts of America, H.E.B. 
Grocery Company and 
KWTX News 10. 
De Acetis shared why their 

class chose this nonprofit to 
benefit. 
“We chose this because we 

know Food for Families is a 
big nonprofit for Bell County 
and we wanted to help fami-
lies who could not afford 
food for the holiday season.”
If you would like to do-

nate to Food for Families, 
or would like more informa-
tion, visit www.foodforfami-
liestemple.com.

Putt for a purpose 
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Above: Dr. Shawn Shannon (left) leads the class of 2021 in the “Watermelon Chant” before the Love CTX 
portion of Welcome Week in 2017 in front of Luther Memorial. During Love CTX, students volunteer at local 
nonprofits in the Belton area. 
Right: Dr. Shawn Shannon holds up a “Wanted” poster at a photo booth at the carnival during Welcome Week 
in the fall of 2018.
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